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Nuestros Ninos Day Care Closure Prevented

LA CLAusURA DE LA GUARDERIA NuEsTROS NiNos PREVENIDA
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Members of the community, Councilmember Antonio Reynoso and Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A worked together to secure a long-term lease for the day care center. Miembros
de la comunidad, el concejal Antonio Reynoso y Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A trabajaron juntos para asegurar un contrato de arrendamiento a largo plazo para la guarderia.

Photo/Foto: Pedro Sena. Read the article on page 2. Lea el articulo en la pagina 7.

Free Gigabit WiFi Stations Coming to Brooklyn

Estaciones pe GicaBiTt WiFi Gratuito VIENEN A BROKLYN
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LinkNYC will replace payphones with WiFi and charging stations. LinkNYC reemplaz-
ara teléfonos publicos con estaciones WiFi y de carga. Photo/Foto: CityBridge. Read the
article on page 3. Lea el articulo en la pagina 8.

For English, read pages 2-6

The City Sees More High School Graduates This Year
LA CiubAp VERA MAs BAcHILLERES ESTE ARNo

< <

Graduation rates in the city rose by more than 70 percent. Tasa de graduacion en la ciudad
aumento en mas del 70 por ciento. Photo/Foto: Department of Education, Flickr. Read the
article on page 3. Lea el articulo en la pagina 8.
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Nuestros Nihos Day Care Closure Prevented

Nuestros Nifios has been serving the community for over 40 years. Photo: Thomas Servello

On January 13, during a meeting
of the Community Board 1 of Greenpoint
and Williamsburg, it was announced that
Nuestros Nifios will continue to serve the
over 200 children in the community as it
will be able to continue operating in its cur-
rent location.

“I feel very thankful for all the ef-
fort of our Councilmember Antonio Reyno-
so, the Board of Nuestros Niflos, its staff,
our parents and many organizations and res-
idents of our community for their commit-
ment and struggle. I feel very enthusiastic
and with renewed energies to keep working
and serving our children in a Center I really
can call my second home,” said Concepcion
Bosque of Nuestros Nifios.

The day care center’s future
seemed uncertain last year when it appeared
that they would be evicted on January 22
due to a dispute over the lease. The commu-
nity and local leaders came forward with an
avalanche of support, protesting against the

displacement of the 40 year-old center.

The center’s board, Councilmem-
ber Antonio Reynoso and Brooklyn Legal
Services Corporation A worked together to
extend a long-term agreement.

“After hearing that Nuestros Ni-
filos might be shut down, the Southside
made it clear to Mayor de Blasio that their
day care center would not be closed with-
out a fight. The pending long-term lease
will be a huge victory for Nuestros Ni-
fios and for the entire community,” said
Adam Meyer of Brooklyn Legal Services.

For Councilmember Reynoso, the
pending agreement hits close to home: “I
attended Nuestros Niflos as a child, and so
understand firsthand what an important re-
source it is for the Southside community.
Over 200 children attend day care there ev-
ery year, providing their families the oppor-
tunity to work and dozens of quality, local
jobs for providers and staff.”

PS 257 Hosts Three Kings Parade
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P.S. 257’s marching band with Congresswoman Nydia M. Velazquez and Deputy Borough President Diana Reyna during the Three Kings Day celebrations. Photo: Maria Rodriguez.

By Principal Brian Leavy De Vale

P. S. 257 hosted the Brooklyn
Three Kings Day Parade, on Sunday, Janu-
ary 10, 2016. Our Marching Band has led
this parade for over a decade. This year, our
District’s schools strolled down Graham Av-
enue in balmy, 60 degree, tropical weather.
City Councilman Antonio Reynoso and P.S.
257 Marching Band Director Alexandra
Hernandez were honored as “El Padrino”
and “La Madrina”, of this annual, fun-filled,
community event, celebrating the religious
tradition and cultural diversity of our Dis-
trict’s Hispanic Community.

Marchers were treated to a pizza
party and refreshments back at the school,
where they were joined by the students

and families of our neighboring Community
School District, number 32
and local elected officials.

As Parade Coordinator and prin-
cipal, this is just one more example of our
school’s commitment to community in-
volvement. P.S. 257 is a very special place
and a true community school. We are com-
mitted to bilingual and multicultural educa-
tion and the inclusion of Students with Spe-
cial Needs. Most of the staff live in or have
roots in the community. We thank our local
elected officials, the Parade Committee and
community leaders for their support in all of
these efforts. We could not succeed without
them.

iQue Vivan Los Reyes!

City Councilman Antonio Reynoso and P.S. 257 Marching Band Director Alexandra Her-
nandez were honored as “El Padrino” and “La Madrina.” Photo: Maria Rodriguez.
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Free Gigabit WiFi Stations Are

LinkNYC

LinkNYC will replace obsolete pay phones booths with WiFi and charging stations. Photo:

CityBridge.

A consortium of tech and media
companies are bringing free WiFi to the
city. LinkNYC has already started replacing
obsolete payphone booths with WiFi and
charging stations.

The stations are set to deliver
speeds that are 100 times faster than tra-
ditional speeds. Meaning, an entire movie
will download in about a minute as opposed
to an hour. The kiosks will accommodate
multiple users and reach a 400-feet signal
radius.

The unveiling of the project dem-
onstrates how significant the internet has be-
come, particularly for a city of this size. In
fact, when ranked among other world cities,
NYC was among the last to provide compa-
rable public access.

In addition, this will help mitigate

data overages and give access to those who
may not have reliable access at home. Ac-
cording to a study by the Open Technology
Institute, a think tank in Washington, D.C.,
individuals living in New York pay close
to double of what residents in Bucharest,
Seoul, and London pay for a connection of
25 megabits per second.

The new kiosks will also partner
up with a telephone service to provide free
calls within the U.S. and will allow New
Yorkers to charge mobile phones and other
devices through its outfit of USB ports.

According to LinkNYC, they plan
to install over 500 kiosks by next summer.
Their plans include Brooklyn, with their
first kiosks set to be installed somewhere on
Flatbush Avenue.

The City Sees More High School
Graduates This Year

According to the Department of Education, Hispanic students’ graduation rate increased by
64 percent and black students rose by 65 percent. Photo: Maria Godfrida.

district in the US with over 1 million stu-
dents.

The New York City Department of
Education (DOE) had the ultimate rebound
announcement last month. Chancellor Car-
men Farina revealed that the graduation rate
in the city rose by more than 70 percent. In
addition, the dropout rate also saw a signifi-
cant dip.

The improvement has been linked
to changes in graduation requirements. As
of 2014, students in the State of New York
may opt to take an exit exam in a foreign lan-
guage, hospitality management or any pre-
approved alternative subject instead of sci-
ence, math or English. Replacing one exam
subject for one that the student is strongest
in has been beneficial for many students,
especially after the score students need
to pass was raised in 2012 from 55 to 65.

“Our schools are moving in the
right direction. More kids are graduating on
time, more of them are college-ready, and
fewer are dropping out. As we’re raising the
bar through our Equity and Excellence plan,
we’re making sure every student in every
school has access to the tools that will help
them succeed,” said Mayor de Blasio.

The announcement comes months
after news reported the potential closures of
numerous failing schools, which included
several in Williamsburg and Greenpoint.

“The increase in graduation and
college and career readiness rates represents
important progress, yet there is so much
more to do to ensure equity and excellence
in classrooms across all five boroughs,” said
Chancellor Farifia.

According to the Department of
Education, Hispanic students’ graduation
rates increased by 64 percent and black stu-
dents rose by 65 percent for the 2014-15
school year. The numbers are significant,
considering the DOE runs the largest school

City Employees Are Now Eligible
For Paid Parental Leave

Mayor Bill de Blasio and First Lady Chirlane McCray attend a ceremony where the Mayor
signed a personnel order to provide paid parental leave policy to approximately 20,000 New
York City employees. Photo: Ed Reed/ Mayoral Photography Office.

Mayor de Blasio opened the new
year with a lofty directive that is set to af-
fect some 20,000 city employees. New York
City will join the ranks of cities like Pitts-
burg and Austin in providing the most gen-
erous family leave benefits for new parents.

The new policy allows for six
weeks of paid leave for paternity, maternity,
foster care and adoption. Employees will be
able to use additional time from their pool of
sick or vacation leave. New parents will be
able to use the leave, which will be paid at
100 percent of their salary, within 24 weeks
of the qualifying event.

“Paid parental leave means health-
ier and more financially stable families,
more effective workplaces, and a stronger
and more just city,” said de Blasio.

According to the mayor, funds to

implement the new benefit are part of the
2017 budget, which means taxpayers will
not shoulder the new bill.

The directive was soon followed
by the unveiling of a $15-an-hour minimum
wage announcement for all city employees.
The benefit also set to cover employees from
organizations that received city funding. It
is estimated that approximately 50,000 em-
ployees will see the increase by 2018. Nev-
ertheless, many city employees are already
salaried above the new minimum.

New York City employees are not
the only ones who will see a lift in wages.
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo also announced
a similar increase for all public university
employees. The new minimum is among the
most competitive in the country.

More Benefits and Safety to Come
for NYCHA Residents

..ﬂm ""!'s-!~!; : ‘hﬁ

Over 58,000 apartments in Brooklyn will benefit from the new changes. Photo: Rafael Ri-
vas.

An investigation by the New York
City Department of Investigation (DOI)
has led to improvements that will benefit
residents of the New York City Housing Au-
thority (NYCHA).

The report, released in December,
recommends safety, database and communi-
cation changes that will serve to bolster in-
teractions between the NYPD and NYCHA.

Operating on a deficit, NYCHA
has agreed to move forward with the recom-
mendations that will improve the quality of
life of its residents. Working in sync with the
NYPD, the largest public housing authority
in the country will develop procedures that

will streamline the processing of complaint
reports and implement a program that aims
to curb the sale of drugs on their properties.

To do this, both organizations will
enforce the banning of individuals previous-
ly arrested for selling drugs on their prem-
ises.

“The policy changes called for in
DOI’s Report, which have been adopted
by the NYPD and NYCHA, will help close
the gaps where criminals have been able to
hide. They will make public housing safer
for all of us,” said Commissioner Mark G.
Peters.
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February is American Heart Month
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Hypertension, a cardiovascular disease, caused nearly 1,000 deaths a day during 2013 in the U.S. Photo: Anthony, InspiredImages

We are at a critical juncture when it
comes to heart health. According to a study
by the Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), more than 67 million Amer-
icans have high blood pressure.

Also known as hypertension, this
cardiovascular disease caused nearly 1,000
deaths a day during 2013.

Today, nearly one in three Ameri-
cans have high blood pressure and several
national organizations have joined together
to bring awareness this month. Million
Hearts along with the CDC is raising aware-
ness in an effort to prevent 1 million heart
attacks and strokes by organizing a nation-
wide challenge to curb the mortality rate by

According to Coalition for the Homeless, “Studies show that the large majority of street

2017. The challenge is in search of medi-
cal practices that showcase an outstanding
level of commitment to helping Ameri-
cans take control of their hypertension.

“A growing number of public and
private practices and systems are using ev-
idence-based strategies to detect, connect
and control high blood pressure,” said Janet
S. Wright, M.D., F.A.C.C., executive direc-
tor of Million Hearts. “This challenge is a
way to find and celebrate these high per-
formers and help others replicate their suc-
cess. By excelling in hypertension control,
champions are helping prevent events and
improving heart health across the country.”

The challenge is centered on taking

homeless New Yorkers are people living with mental illness or other severe health prob-

lems.” Photo: Leroy Skalstad.

control and learning to manage the disease,
given that unmanaged high blood pressure
is the leading cause of stroke and heart dis-
ease. In fact, 1 in 5 adults does not know
they have it.

Many variants can attribute to the
likelihood of high blood pressure, but the
CDC advocates the following steps to re-
gain control of your heart’s health.

* Ask your doctor what your blood pressure
should be. Set a goal to lower your pressure
with your doctor and talk about how you
can reach your goal. Work with your health
care team to make sure you meet that goal.

City and state officials have been
working towards alleviating the homeless
crisis and recently, in the State of the State
address, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo proposed
to invest $10 billion in the Homelessness
Action Plan over the next five years. Mayor
de Blasio also has kept affordable hous-
ing and homelessness, two matters that are
closely linked, as a focus to improve the
way the city handles this social issue.

The exact number of unsheltered
New Yorkers is not known; however, ex-
perts suggest that 42,000 of them are chil-
dren.

De Blasio announced the expan-
sion of a shelter for survivors of domestic
violence to serve more than 13,000 individ-
uals, which is about a 50 percent increase
over last year. The unveiling of an innova-
tive new approach, called HomeStretch, to
housing assistance was presented last Sep-
tember, where the city projects to offer 135
affordable units and about 200 transitional
shelter beds.

“This is a project that will put
families back on their feet. HomeStretch is
an innovative new program that addresses
homelessness head-on and meets the needs
of our most vulnerable New Yorkers for sta-
ble, long-term housing. We’re proud to part-
ner with the Bowery Residents Committee
to get shovels in the ground and deliver for
this community,” said NYC Deputy Mayor
Alicia Glen.

The expansion follows the release

o Take your blood pressure medicine as di-
rected. Set a timer on your phone to remem-
ber to take your medicine at the same time
each day. If you are having trouble taking
your medicines on time or paying for your
medicines, or if you are having side effects,
ask your doctor for help.

* Quit smoking—and if you don't smoke,
don t start.

* Reduce sodium intake. Most Americans
consume too much sodium, which can raise
blood pressure.

To learn more about heart health or
the challenge, visit millionhearts.hhs.gov

City Grapples with Surge in Homelessness

o

of a preliminary budget for 2017 that allo-
cates additional resources for the cause.

According to the preliminary bud-
get, “A robust plan to combat homelessness,
with additional FY 17 investments of $8 mil-
lion for a Shelter Repair Squad 2.0; $12.3
million to move New Yorkers out of illegal,
unsafe, and unstable housing to permanent
homes; $4 million for Homebase Preven-
tion to double the number of single adults at
risk of homelessness assisted to stay in their
homes; $16.9 million for adult shelter pro-
gramming to help over 10,000 clients find
employment; and $12.5 million to operate
the first of 15,000 new supportive housing
units.”

According to the Coalition for
the Homeless, “the number of home-
less New Yorkers sleeping each night
in municipal shelters is now 88 per-
cent higher than it was ten years ago.”

The Coalition also cites that,
“Studies show that the large major-
ity of street homeless New York-
ers are people living with mental ill-
ness or other severe health problems.”

Many individuals living on the
streets of New York go without proper med-
ical treatment and are vulnerable to being
victims of crime and are at higher risks of
getting arrested, according to a report from
the National Coalition for the Homeless.
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Rabbithole: Casual Wllllamsburg Eatery

Casual American eatery, Rabbithole serves brunch every day. Photo: Eric Swanson

Emenegildo Mota, known as “Alberto,”
Williamsburg. Photo: Rafael Rivas.

Government Says E-cigarette Ads Are Reaching Mi

Electronic cigarettes, also known
as e-cigarettes or vapes, are at the center of a
report published by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) that says
that approximately 7 in 10 middle and high
school students are exposed to their ads.

Billed as a healthier alternative to
traditional cigarettes for those trying to kick
the habit, e-cigarettes manufacturers have
been marketing to a younger demographic
with a strategy very similar to cigarette cam-
paigns of the 1980s, according to experts.

“The same advertising tactics the
tobacco industry used years ago to get kids
addicted to nicotine are now being used to
entice a new generation of young people to
use e-cigarettes,” said CDC Director Tom
Frieden, M.D., M.P.H.

The FDA has not deemed e-ciga-
rettes as a safe alternative to quit smoking,
largely because they do not regulate these
devices. As such, they are not are not re-
quired to print warning labels or inform the
public of its ingredients.

According to the American Lung
Association, “Almost all e-cigarettes con-
tain nicotine—including many that claim
they are nicotine-free.”

In an effort to halt the continuous
marketing to young New Yorkers, Comp-
troller Scott M. Stringer, and New York

is a volunteer at the Church of God of Prophecy in
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Rabbithole has become one of my
favorite spots in Williamsburg for a cozy and
delicious lunch or brunch. The restaurant has
a beautiful back door garden area, perfect
for warm weather dining, and the rustic at-
mosphere indoors makes it a perfect place to
escape the cold and have a comforting meal.

One of my favorites on the menu
is the Eggs Benedict, which comes with
perfectly poached eggs, an herbed bis-
cuit, spiced bacon with a hint of sweet-
ness, and served with a side mixed
greens salad and crispy roasted potatoes.

On the lighter side, the Quinoa
and Wild Rice Salad is a perfect mix with
salty shaved Parmesan, grilled artichoke,
and refreshing mint. All of their desserts
and pastries are made in-house, and their
moist and flavorful scones go quickly!

The Church of God of Prophecy
has been deeply rooted in Williamsburg
for many years. Despite its small operating
team, the church is able to serve the com-
munity because of dedicated volunteers like
Emenegildo Mota, known as “Alberto.”

Originally from the Dominican
Republic, Mota has taken on many roles. “I
started as a member in 2000, but now I have
several other roles. I am a driver for Sunday
service, I am a deacon, I am an assistant to
the men’s leadership group, I am a leader for
the home visits, and I’m also in charge of
security for the church,” said Mota.

It’s in his nature to look for ways
to help, noticing that many members of the
church were not coming to service anymore
because they didn’t have reliable transporta-
tion, he decided to take on the duty to drive
them on Sunday. The majority of the indi-
viduals he picks up for service are elderly,
which means he drives around Williams-
burg and Bushwick, making over 22 stops
and helping parishioners get in and out of
the bus. “I start picking up parishioners at

service is
friendly and attentive, and the atmo-
sphere is relaxed and unrushed. They
serve brunch daily from 9am-5pm.

always

352 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(718) 782-0910
rabbitholerestaurant.com

Photo: Sung Park

Get to Know North Brooklyn’s Community
Leaders: Emenegildo Mota

8:00 a.m., by 3 or 4 p.m. I’'m driving them
back home,” said Mota.

Briefly, Mota moved to Arizona,
to allow his children to benefit from great
schools and scholarship opportunities.
Still, he felt the kinship of the community
was missing and he is happy to be back in
Brooklyn. During the day, he works for Los
Sures Management as a handyman, where
he is known for always offering to help.

“Off hours, if people in the com-
munity have an issue, they call me, and I
help them. Free of charge, I never expect
anything in exchange,” continued Mota,
“People know that they can call me 24 hours
a day, and I am there to serve my commu-
nity.”

For Mota, his commitment to his
community stems from his faith. “Every-
thing that I do, I do for God,” he said, noting
that anyone can make the community better.

“The community needs people
with the will and desire to help others,” said
Mota.

llions of Children

New York City Comptroller Scott M. Stringer calls for an end to e-cigarette marketing to children and teens. Photo: Courtesy of the Comptroller’s office.

City Public Advocate Letitia James hosted a
rally to bring these findings to the attention
of federal regulators.

“E-cigarette companies are using
deceptive marketing techniques to tell our
kids that they are a healthy alternative to
conventional cigarettes. No company that

promotes a product that is dangerous to our
health should be allowed to use seductive
ads to attract our kids. We need regulations
to prevent e-cigarette companies for using
these tactics to compromise the health of
our children,” said Public Advocate James.

In 2011, e-cigarette compa-

nies spent north of $6 million in mar-
keting versus $114 million in 2014.

“The time to act on this issue is
now — no kid should be put at risk of nico-
tine addiction because government allowed
e-cigarettes to be marketed to them,” said
Comptroller Stringer.
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P.S. 16 Receives CPR

:

Training from NYFD
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Parents and staff from P.S. 16 participated at an annual CPR training given by the Fire De-
partment of New York. Photo: Iraida Cortes

On January 13, Brooklyn’s P.S.
016, Leonard Dunkly school received CPR
training from the Fire Department of New
York. Led by certified FDNY EMS person-
nel, Principal Mary Renny, parents and staff

learned what to do in the event of cardiac
arrest.

The program, Be 911 Compres-
sions Only CPR, has trained over 50,000
New Yorkers in compressions CPR.
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421-A Tax Abatement
Program EXxpires

Photo: Peggy und Marco Lachmann-Anke

Last month, the 421-a tax incentive
expired as the Building and Construction
Trades Council of Greater New York and
the Real Estate Board of New York failed to
an agreements on the terms.

According to Politico, the two
unions could not solidify the terms on con-
struction worker salaries on 421-a projects.

Part of the incentive gave way to
the construction of many affordable units

within new building projects in exchange
for a tax credit. Also known as the Afford-
able Housing Production Program, it is un-
certain if the program will be reinstated.

Recently, several government or-
ganizations began looking into instances
where landlords took advantage of incen-
tive, but failed to offer affordable housing,
as stipulated by the guidelines.

Williamsburg Now covers news and events related to North
Brooklyn. Please send media advisories/press releases to
rrivas@lossures.org

Would you like to Advertise?
If you would like to advertise on Williamsburg Now, please
contact the Communications Department at Southside United
HDFC - Los Sures® at 718-387-3600. The department can also

design your ad.
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La Clausura de La Guarderia Nuestros Ninos Prevenida

Nuestros Nifios ha sirviendo a la comunidad por mas de 40 afios. Foto: Thomas Servello

PS 257 Celebra Parada de Los Reyes Magos
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Durante la reunion de la Junta Co-
munitaria 1 de Greenpoint y Williamsburg,
se anuncio que Nuestros Nifios continuara
sirviendo a los mas de 200 nifios de la co-
munidad.

El futuro del centro parecia incier-
to el afio pasado cuando se pensd que iban a
ser desalojados el 22 de enero debido a una
disputa sobre el contrato de arrendamiento.
Los lideres comunitarios y locales se ad-
elantaron con una avalancha de apoyo, en
protesta contra el desplazamiento del centro
que ha servido a la comunidad por mas de
40.

“Me siento muy agradecida por
todo el esfuerzo de nuestro Concejal Anto-
nio Reynoso, el personal de Nuestros Nifios,
nuestros padres y muchas organizaciones
y residentes de nuestra comunidad por su
compromiso y lucha. Me siento muy entu-
siasmada y con energias renovadas para se-
guir trabajando y sirviendo a nuestros hijos
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en un centro que realmente puedo llamar mi
segunda casa”, dijo Concepcion Bosque de
Nuestros Nifios.

El concejal Antonio Reynoso y
Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation A tra-
bajaron juntos para extender un acuerdo a
largo plazo.

“Después de escuchar que Nuestros
Niflos podria ser cerrado, la comunidad le
dejo claro al alcalde de Blasio que su cen-
tro no cerraria sin una lucha. El contrato de
arrendamiento a largo plazo sera una gran
victoria para Nuestros Nifios y para toda la
comunidad”, dijo Adam Meyer de Brooklyn
Legal Services.

Para el concejal Reynoso, el acuer-
do pendiente es personal: “asisti a Nuestros
Nifios cuando era un nifio, por lo que en-
tiendo que es un recurso importante que es
para la comunidad.
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g0l OF THE PERFOR’

La banda de P.S. 257 con la congresista Nydia M. Velazquez y la vicepresidenta del condado Diana Reyna durante las celebraciones del Dia de Reyes. Foto: Maria Rodriguez

Por Principal Brian Leavy De Vale

La escuela PS 257 fue la anfitriona
del desfile de los tres reyes en Brooklyn,
el domingo, 10 de enero del 2016. Nuestra
banda de marcha ha dirigido este desfile por
mas de una década. Este ano, las escuelas de
nuestro distrito se pasearon por la avenida
Graham en un clima tropical de 60 grados.
El concejal Antonio Reynoso y la directora
de la banda de P.S. 257 Alexandra Hernan-
dez fueron honrados como “Padrino” y
“Madrina”, de este evento anual comunitar-
10 lleno de diversion, celebrando la tradicion
religiosa y la diversidad cultural de la comu-
nidad hispana de nuestro Distrito.

Los que desfilaron fueron invita-
dos a una fiesta con pizza y refrescos en la

escuela, donde se reunieron los estudiantes
y familias de nuestro distrito escolar # 32 y
oficiales locales electos.

Esto es solo un ejemplo mas del
compromiso de nuestra escuela con la par-
ticipacion comunitaria. P.S. 257 es un lugar
muy especial y una verdadera escuela de la
comunidad. Estamos comprometidos con
la educacion bilinglie y multicultural y la
inclusion de alumnos con necesidades es-
peciales. La mayoria del personal vive o
tiene raices en la comunidad. Agradecemos
a nuestros funcionarios electos locales, el
Comité del Desfile y lideres de la comu-
nidad por su apoyo en todos estos esfuer-
zos. No podiamos tener éxito sin ellos”.

iQue Vivan Los Reyes!

El concejal Antonio Reynoso y la directora de banda de P.S. 257 Alexandra Hernandez
fueron honrados como “El Padrino” y “La Madrina”. Foto: Maria Rodriguez
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Estaciones de Gigabit WiFi Gratuitos
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LinkNYC reemplazara cabinas de teléfonos publicos con estaciones WiFi y de carga. Foto:

CityBridge.

Un consorcio de empresas de tec-
nologia y comunicaciones estan aportando
conexiones de Internet Wi-Fi (inalambricas)
a la ciudad. LinkNYC reemplazara cabinas
de teléfonos publicos obsoletos con conex-
iones de Wi-Fi y estaciones de carga de bat-
erias gratuita.

Las estaciones se estableceran para
ofrecer velocidades que son 100 veces mas
rapidas que las velocidades tradicionales.
Por ejemplo, una pelicula entera se des-
cargara en aproximadamente un minuto en
vez de una hora. Los quioscos se adaptaran
a multiples usuarios y su alcance tendra un
radio de sefial de 400 pies.

El proyecto demuestra la impor-
tancia del Internet, sobre todo para una ciu-
dad de este tamafo. De hecho, cuando se
clasificd entre otras ciudades, Nueva York
fue una de las tltimas en proporcionar ac-

ceso publico comparable.

Esto le ayudard a mitigar el so-
bre cargo de datos moviles y dard acceso
a aquellos que no tienen Internet fiable en
casa. Segun un estudio realizado por Open
Technology Institute, un centro de estudios
en Washington, DC, los individuos que vi-
ven en Nueva York pagan casi el doble de
lo que los residentes en Bucarest, Setl, y en
Londres por una conexioén de 25 megabits
por segundo.

Los quioscos también ofreceran
servicio telefénico para proporcionar llama-
das gratuitas dentro de los EE.UU. y se pre-
staran para cargar teléfonos moviles y otros
electronicos a través de puertos de USB.
Segun los planes, el Norte de Brooklyn sera
parte de la vision aunque las localidades no
han sido reveladas por LinkNYC.

La Ciudad Vera Mas Graduaciones
de Bachilleres Este Ano

De acuerdo con el Departamento de Educacion, la tasa de graduacion de estudiantes his-
panos se incremento6 en un 64 por ciento y los estudiantes afroamericanos incrementaron en
65 por ciento para el afio escolar 2014-15. Foto: Maria Godfrida

El Departamento de Educacion de
la ciudad de Nueva York (DOE) reveld que
la tasa de graduacion en la ciudad aumento
en mas del 70 por ciento. Ademas, la tasa
de estudiantes que dejaron sus estudios tam-
bién vio una caida significativa.

El anuncio se produce meses
después de que se anunciaron el cierre po-
tencial de numerosas escuelas que fracasan,
que incluian varias en Williamsburg y
Greenpoint.

“El aumento en las tasas de gradu-
acion y de preparacion para la universidad y
de carrera representa un avance importante,
sin embargo, hay mucho mas por hacer para
garantizar la equidad y la excelencia en las
aulas a través de los cinco condados”, dijo la
canciller Carmen Farifia.

De acuerdo con el Departamento
de Educacion, la tasa de graduacion de estu-
diantes hispanos se incremento6 en un 64 por

ciento y los estudiantes afroamericanos in-
crementaron en un 65 por ciento para el aiio
escolar 2014-15. Los nimeros son significa-
tivos, teniendo en cuenta que el DOE dirige
el distrito escolar mas grande en los estados
unidos, con mas de 1 millon de estudiantes.

La mejora se ha relacionado con
los cambios en los requisitos de graduacion.
A partir de 2014, los estudiantes en el Es-
tado de Nueva York pueden optar por to-
mar un examen de salida en un tema que se
sienta que son mas competentes en lugar de
examinaciones en la ciencia, las matemati-
cas o inglés.

“Nuestras escuelas estdn movi-
endo en la direccion correcta. Mas nifios se
gradiian a tiempo, mas de ellos estan pre-
parados para la universidad, y menos estan
abandonando sus estudios”, dijo el alcalde
de Blasio.

Empleados De La Ciudad Elegibles Para Vacasiones

== [l

De Paternidad Remunerada

Mas beneficios y Seguridad Vienen para Los

beneficiaran del los nuevos cambios entre

El alcalde Bill de Blasio y la Primera Dama Chirlane McCray asistieron a una ceremonia en
la que el alcalde firm6 una orden que da permiso parental a aproximadamente 20.000 em-
pleados de la Ciudad de Nueva York el jueves, 7 de enero de 2016. Foto: Ed Reed / Oficina

Mas de 58.000 apartamentos en Brooklyn se
NYCHA y el departamento de policia. Foto: Rafael Rivas

de Fotografia del Alcalde

El alcalde de Blasio abrio el nuevo
afio con una directiva que afectara a unos
20.000 empleados de la ciudad. La Ciudad
de Nueva York se une a ciudades como
Pittsburg y Austin en proveer los mas gen-
erosos beneficios de permiso familiar para
los nuevos padres.

La nueva poliza permite seis sema-
nas de salario pagado para permiso de pa-
ternidad, maternidad, acogimiento familiar
y adopciones. Los empleados podran utili-
zar tiempo asignado para enfermedades o
vacaciones para extender el permiso. Los

nuevos padres podran utilizar el nuevo ben-
eficio dentro de las 24 semanas del evento
calificador.

“Permiso parental remunerado sig-
nifica mas familias saludables y econémica-
mente estables, lugares de trabajo mas efi-
caces, y una ciudad mas fuerte y mas justa”,
dijo de Blasio.

Segun el alcalde, los fondos para
poner en practica el nuevo beneficio son
parte del presupuesto del 2017, lo que sig-
nifica que los pagadores de impuestos no
asumiran el nuevo costo.

Una investigacion realizada por el
Departamento de la ciudad de Nueva York
de Investigaciones (DOI) ha dado lugar a
mejoras que beneficiaran a los residentes de
la Autoridad de Vivienda de la Ciudad de
Nueva York (NYCHA).

El informe, publicado en diciem-
bre, recomienda mas seguridad, bases de
datos y de comunicacion que serviran para
reforzar las interacciones entre el NYPD y
NYCHA.

Operando en un déficit, NYCHA
se ha com prometido a seguir con
las recomendaciones que mejoren las vidas
de sus residentes. Trabajar en sintonia con

la policia de Nueva York, la autoridad de
vivienda publica mas grande del pais, de-
sarrollara procedimientos que mejoraran la
tramitacion de quejas y ponen en practica un
programa que tiene como objetivo frenar la
venta de drogas en sus propiedades.

“Los cambios en las pdliza pre-
vistas en el Informe del DOI, que han sido
adoptadas por la policia de Nueva York y
de NYCHA, ayudaran a cerrar las brechas
donde los criminales se han podido ocultar,
haran las viviendas publicas mas seguras”,
dijo el Comisionado Mark G. Peters.
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Corazon

Febrero es el Mes Nacional del

La hipertension, una enfermedad cardiovascular, causo casi 1.000 muertes al dia durante 2013 en los estados unidos. Foto: Anthony, InspiredImages

Estamos en un momento critico cu-
ando se trata de la salud del corazon. Segun
un estudio realizado por el Centro para el
Control y la Prevencion de Enfermedades
(CDC), mas de 67 millones de estadoun-
idenses tienen la presion arterial alta.

También conocida como la hiper-
tension, esta enfermedad cardiovascular ha
causado cerca de 1.000 muertes diarias du-
rante 2013.

Casi uno de cada tres estadoun-
idenses tiene presion arterial alta y por esta
razon dos organizaciones nacionales se han
unido para crear conciencia en febrero. Mil-
lion Hearts junto con el CDC estan tratando
de prevenir 1 millon de ataques cardiacos y

accidentes cerebrovasculares, y han orga-
nizado un reto para minimizar la mortalidad
para el 2017. Ellos quieren encontrar prac-
ticas médicas que muestren un excelente
nivel de compromiso para ayudar a los es-
tadounidenses a tomar control de su hiper-
tension.

“Un gran nimero de practicas y
sistemas publicos y privados estan utilizan-
do estrategias basadas en pruebas para de-
tectar, conectar y controlar la presion arte-
rial alta”, dijo Janet S. Wright, MD, FACC,
directora ejecutiva de Million Hearts.

El reto es tomar el control y apren-
der a manejar la enfermedad, dado a que la
presion arterial alta es la principal causa de

TENANT
SAFETY

Unscrupulous landlords use
an arsenal of tactics to get tenants
to move out of their rent-stabilized
apartments: from illegally failing to

provide necessary repairs to inten-
tionally causing construction-related
problems.

If you are living under these
conditions, Southside United — HDFC

Caseros sin escrupulos utili-
zan un arsenal de tacticas para conse-
guir que sus inquilinos salgan de sus
apartamentos de renta estabilizada:
desde no proporcionar reparaciones
necesarias hasta causar problemas
relacionados con construccion inten-
cionalmente.

Si usted estd viviendo en
estas condiciones, Southside United
- HDFC - Los Sures® les gustaria

— Los Sures® would like to hear from
you. Contact Chelsea Blocklin, Com-
munity Organizer, at (718) 387-3600.

Los Sures® along with
Stand for Tenant Safety, are working
to strengthen regulations that help
against these illegal methods of evict-
ing. Your stories will substantially
help these efforts. Call today!

saber de usted. Pongase en contacto
con Chelsea Blocklin, organizadora
comunitaria, al (718) 387-3600.

Los Sures® junto con Stand
for Tenant Safety, estan trabajando
para fortalecer las regulaciones que
ayudan contra estos métodos ilegales.
Sus historias ayudaran sustancial-
mente estos esfuerzos. jLlame hoy
mismo!

los accidentes cerebrovasculares y enferme-
dades del corazon. De hecho, 1 de cada 5
adultos no saben que la tienen.

Muchas variantes se atribuyen
a la presion arterial alta, pero el CDC
sostiene los siguientes pasos para re-
cuperar el control de su corazon.

» Preguntele a su médico cual debe ser su
presion arterial. Establezca una meta para
bajar la presion con su médico y hable acer-
ca de como se puede llegar a su meta. Tra-
baje con su equipo de atencion médica para
asegurarse de que cumple con ese objetivo.

o Tome su medicamento para la presion

arterial como se indica. Establezca un re-
cordatorio en su teléfono para acordarse
de tomar su medicamento a la misma
hora todos los dias. Si usted esta teniendo
problemas para tomarse sus medicamen-
tos a tiempo o pagar por sus medicamen-
tos, o si estd teniendo efectos secundarios,
consulte a su médico para obtener ayuda.

* Deje de fumar y si no fuma, no comience.
sodio.

*  Reduzca la ingestion de

Para aprender mas sobre la salud
del corazodn, visite millionhearts.hhs.gov

La Ciudad de Nueva York Lucha Contra
Oleada de Personas Sin Hogar

Foto: Leroy Skalstad.

Las autoridades municipales y es-
tatales han estado trabajando para aliviar
la crisis de la falta de viviendas y reciente-
mente, durante su discurso sobre el estatus
del estado, el gobernador Andrew M. Cuo-
mo propuso invertir $ 10 mil millones en el
Plan de Accion de la falta de vivienda en los
proximos cinco afios. El alcalde de Blasio

también ha mantenido las viviendas ase-
quibles y la falta de vivienda, dos cuestiones
que estan vinculadas, como un enfoque para
mejorar la forma en que la ciudad se encarga
de este problema social.

El nimero exacto de neoyorquinos
sin un techo no se conoce; Sin embargo, los
expertos sugieren que 42.000 de ellos son
nifios.

De Blasio anuncié la expansion
de un refugio para victimas de violencia
doméstica que atendera a mas de 13.000
personas, un aumento de aproximadamente
de 50 por ciento con respecto al afio pasado.
La inauguracion de un nuevo plan innova-
dor, llamado HomeStretch, fue presentado
el septiembre pasado, programando para
ofrecer 135 unidades asequibles y cerca de
200 camas en albergues transitorios.

“HomeStretch es un nuevo pro-
grama innovador que aborda la falta de vivi-
enda y satisface las necesidades de nuestros
neoyorquinos mas vulnerables, y provee
viviendas estables para largo plazo. Esta-
mos orgullosos de asociarnos con el Comité
de Residentes de Bowery”, dijo la viceal-
calde de Nueva York Alicia Glen.

Estas inversiones se producen en
un momento en que “el nimero de neoy-
orquinos sin hogar durmiendo en los refu-
gios municipales es ahora 88 por ciento mas
alto de lo que era hace diez afios”, segun la
organizacion Coalicion para las Personas
sin Hogar.
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P.S. 16 Recibe Instruccion

de

Resucitacion Por NYFD
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Los padres y el personal de P.S. 16 participaron en una capacitaciéon en resucitacion anual
propuesta por el Departamento de Bomberos de Nueva York. Foto: Iraida Cortes

El 13 de enero, la escuela P.S. 016
Leonard Dunkly de Brooklyn recibi6 entre-
namiento en resucitacion cardiaca del De-
partamento de Bomberos de Nueva York. La
directora Mary Renny, padres y el personal
aprendieron qué hacer en caso de un paro

cardiaco en el entrenamiento el cual fue di-
rigido por el personal certificado del FDNY
EMS.

El programa ha capacitado a mas
de 50,000 neoyorquinos en las compresio-
nes de resucitacion.

Williamsburg Now

Editor
Thomas Servello

Staff Writer
Rafael Rivas

Colaboradores
Soula Panagodimos
Brian Leavy De Vale

Incentivo Fiscal
421-a se Vence

Foto: Peggy und Marco Lach-mann-Anke

El mes pasado, el incentivo 421-a
se expiré cuando la organizacion de edi-
ficios y construccion y la Junta de Bienes
Raices de Nueva York no llegaron a un acu-
erdos sobre los términos.

Segun Politico, las dos uniones no
pudieron consolidar los términos sobre los
salarios de los trabajadores de construccion

e | HJ“!H."

I

it

HEITE

en proyectos 421-a.

Parte del incentivo dio paso a la
construccion de muchos apartamentos ase-
quibles dentro de los nuevos proyectos de
construccion a cambio de un crédito fiscal.
También conocido como el Programa de
Produccién de Vivienda Asequible, no se
sabe si sera reintegrado.

Williamsburg Now cubre las noticias y eventos relacionados
con el Norte de Brooklyn. Por favor envie avisos y
comunicados de prensa a rrivas@lossures.org

Si desea anunciarse en Williamsburg Now, por favor péngase

en contacto con el Departamento de Comunicaciones

de

Southside United HDFC - Los Sures® al 718-387-3600. El
departamento también puede disefar su anuncio.

R RO

CKABILL

CONSULTING | DEVELOPMENT

Financial Advisors for
Affordable
Housing Preservation
and Development

60 East 42nd Street, Suite 1822
New York, NY 10165
212.682.0497

rockabilladvisors.com

FG-PH Corporation

General Construction

Excellence in the development of residen-
tial, commercial & institutional projects

Serving NYC and the Metropolitan Area

54-47 46th Street
Maspeth, NY 11378

Tel: 718-937-1950
Fax: 718-937-4151
info@fgphcorp.com
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Rabbithole: Restaurante Casual en Williamsburg

El restaurante casual americano, RabbitHole sirve el almuerzo todos los dias. Foto: Eric Swanson.

RabbitHole se ha convertido en
uno de mis lugares favoritos en Williams-
burg para un almuerzo acogedor y delicio-
so. El restaurante cuenta con un hermoso
jardin, ideal para cenar durante los tiempos
de buen clima, el ambiente rustico en el in-
terior lo convierte en un lugar perfecto para
escapar del frio y disfrutar de una comida
reconfortante. Uno de mis favoritos en el
menu es huevos benedict, que viene con
huevos escalfados perfectamente, una galle-
ta con hierbas, especias tocino con un toque
de dulzura, servido con una guarnicion de
ensalada mixta verdes y patatas asadas cru-
jientes. En el lado mas ligero, la ensalada
de quinua y arroz es una mezcla perfecta
con queso parmesano afeitado, alcachofas
a la brasa, y refrescante menta. Todos sus
postres y pasteles son hechos en casa, tan

sabrosos que se van rapidamente. El servi-
cio es siempre amable y atento, y el ambi-
ente es relajado y sin prisas. El almuerzo se
sirve todos los dias de 9 am-5pm.

352 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(718) 782-0910
rabbitholerestaurant.com

Foto: Sung Park.

Conozca A Los Lideres Comunitarios del
Norte de Brooklyn: Emenegildo Mota

Emenegildo Mota, conocido como “Alberto”, es voluntario en La Iglesia de Dios de la Pro-
fecia en Williamsburg. Foto: Rafael Rivas

El Gobierno Dice Que Anuncios de E-cigarrillos

Estan Llegando a Millones

Los cigarrillos electronicos, tam-
bién conocidos como e-cigarrillos o Vapes,
estan en el centro de un informe publicado
por los Centros para el Control y Preven-
cion de Enfermedades (CDC) que dice que
aproximadamente 7 de cada 10 nifios estan
expuestos a sus anuncios.

Anunciado como una alternativa
mas saludable a los cigarrillos tradiciona-
les para los que tratan de dejar el habito,
los fabricantes han estado comercializando
a un grupo demografico mas joven con una
estrategia muy similar a las campafias de
cigarrillos de los 1980s, segun los expertos.

“Las mismas tacticas de publi-
cidad de la industria tabacalera utilizada
para adictar a los nifios a la nicotina se
estan utilizando para atraer a una nue-
va generacion de jovenes para utilizar
cigarrillos electronicos”, dijo el direc-
tor de los CDC Tom Frieden, MD, MPH.

La FDA no ha considerado los
cigarrillos electronicos como una alternati-
va segura, en parte porque no regulan estos
dispositivos, y no estan obligados a impri-
mir etiquetas de advertencia o informar al
publico de sus ingredientes.

Segun la Asociacion Americana
del Pulmon, “Casi todos los e-cigarrillos
contienen nicotina, incluyendo muchos que
dicen que son libre de nicotina”.

En un esfuerzo a detener la com-

La Iglesia de Dios de la Profecia
ha tenido un profundo impacto por muchos
afios en Williamsburg. A pesar de su peque-
flo equipo, la iglesia es capaz de servir a la
comunidad debido a sus dedicados volun-
tarios, como Emenegildo Mota, conocido
como “Alberto”.

Originariamente de la Republica
Dominicana, Mota ha asumido muchas
posiciones en su iglesia. “Empecé como
miembro en el 2000, pero ahora tengo var-
ias otras funciones. Soy un conductor para
el servicio del Domingo, soy un diacono,
soy un asistente de grupo de liderazgo de
los hombres, soy un lider para las visitas a
los hogares, y también estoy a cargo de la
seguridad de la iglesia”, dijo Mota.

Como esta en su naturaleza bus-
car maneras de ayudar, el noté que muchos
miembros de la iglesia no asistian a los ser-
vicios porque no tenian transporte confiable,
y decidié asumir el deber de conducirlos el
domingo. La mayoria de los individuos que
recoge para el servicio son de edad avan-

zada, lo que significa que conduce alrededor
de Williamsburg y Bushwick, haciendo 22
paradas, ayudando a los feligreses entrar y
salir del autobus. “Empiezo recogiendo feli-
greses a las 8:00 am, y por las 3 0 4:00 pm,
yo ya estoy conduciéndolos de vuelta a sus
casas”, dijo Mota.

Por un poco tiempo, Mota se mudo
a Arizona, para permitir que sus hijos asisti-
eran buenas escuelas y tuvieran oportuni-
dades de becas. Aun asi, sinti6 que el paren-
tesco entre la comunidad no hera tan fuerte
y esta feliz de estar de vuelta en Brooklyn.

Durante el dia, trabaja para Los
Sures Management como personal de man-
tenimiento, donde es conocido por siempre
ofrecer su ayuda. “Durante horas libres, si la
gente de la comunidad tienen un problema,
me llaman, y yo les ayudo y nunca espero
nada a cambio”, continu6 Mota, “La gente
sabe que me puede llamar las 24 horas del
dia, y estoy ahi para servir a mi comunidad”.

Ninhos

Contralor Scott M. Stringer pide el fin ala comercializacion de E-cigarrillo a los nifios y adolescentes. Foto: Cortesia de la oficina del Contralor

ercializaciébn a jovenes neoyorquinos, el
contralor Scott M. Stringer, y la defensora
publica Letitia James organizaron una man-
ifestacion para llamar atencion sobre este
peligro a los reguladores federales.

“Las compaiias de E-cigarrillo es-
tan utilizando técnicas de marketing enga-
flosas para decirles a nuestros hijos que son

una alternativa saludable a los cigarrillos
convencionales”, dijo la defensora publica
James. “Necesitamos regulaciones para evi-
tar que las empresas de cigarrillos electroni-
cos usen tacticas para poner en peligro la
salud de nuestros hijos”, continuo.

En 2011, las empresas de e-cigar-
rillos gastaron alrededor de 6,4 $ millones

en marketing en comparacion con $ 114
millones en 2014.

“El momento de actuar en este
tema es ahora - ningun nifio debe ser puesto
en riesgo de adiccion a la nicotina por cupla
de que el gobierno permitié que los cigarril-
los electronicos fueran comercializados de
esta manera”, dijo el contralor Stringer.
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SAVE THE DATE: Los Sures® Fundraising Reception - April, 28, 2016.

www.southsideunitedhdfc.org/fundraiser.html
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Dominican Independence Day

ElDiade La I ndizggn encia Dominicana

North Brooklyn Word Search

How well do you know North Brooklyn?
Can you find the 10 notable residents of Bushwick, Greenpoint
and Williamsburg in this puzzle?

¢ Que tan bien conoce al Norte de Brooklyn?
¢ Puede encontrar los 10 residents famosos de Bushwick,
Greenpoint y Williamsburg en esta sopa de letras?
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Thursday

February 25, 2015

Jueves, 25 ..'fvhfbi"rrm'n
6:00 PM - B:oo PM
Brooklyn Arbor Schoolf

Roberlo Clemiente Schoal, P59

o ) 325 South g Street
WALE a Trbute to Dominican A & Cinema
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Answers/respuestas: Click on Williamsburg Now at southsideunitedhdfc.org

FREE Tax Preparation

Preparacion de Impuestos Gratuita

February 1 - April 15,2016

Los Sures® Social Services 0
145 S. 3rd Street, Brooklyn, NY
Monday/lunes: 1:30-4pm =,
= Wednesday/miercoles: 11am - 6:30pm
® Thursday/jueves: 1:30-4pm

Find more Williamsburg information, news and photos

online:
Encuentre mas informacion, fotos, y noticias, sobre

Williamsburg en el internet:

0JosSuresBrooklyn
Los_Sures

ssures

lossures.org

O

You can also find us on Google Plus, LinkedIn, Pinterest and You-
tube.

También nos puede encontrar en Google Plus, LinkedIn, Pinterest and Youtube.

Southside United HDFC - Los Sures®

Locations and Hours
Locales y horarios

Southside United HDFC
434 S. 5th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(718) 387-3600
M-F: 9AM-5PM

Los Sures® Social Services
Satellite office
366 Hewes Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(347) 725-4073
M-F: 9AM-5PM

El Museo de Los Sures
120 South 1st Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

(718) 387-3600
W-S: 1PM-5PM

Los Sures® “David Santiago”
Senior Center
201 South 4th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(718) 384-2314
M-F: 9AM-4PM

Los Sures® Social Services
145 South 3rd Street
Brooklyn, NY 11211

(718) 599-1940
M-F: 9AM-5PM

Southside United H.D.F.C. | Los Sures® | 434 South 5" Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211 | (718)-387-3600 | www.lossures.org




